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End of Life Simulation Education
Shaun Wagner
Ohio Northern University
Background
• In the United States nurses see an
extensive number of patients with
varying conditions and diagnoses. Of
these patients' nurses see, those who
are at the end of their life require
diverse care that encompasses several
aspects of nursing care. Unfortunately,
patients at the end of their life
frequently find themselves in settings
such as a hospital.
• The CDC reports that over 35.1% of
people died in the hospital in 2018
(CDC). This setting is not always
designed to be the most effective in
these situations and nurses who find
themselves on units that have end of
life patients struggle to provide proper
care.

Methods
• Pre-Test: The FATCOD questionnaire
tool will be provided to participating
nurses. The scores on this
questionnaire will act as a baseline
score of participants end of life
attitudes
• Education: Develop and provide an
end-of-life educational simulation for
participating nurses.
• The simulation will encompass all
important aspects of end-of-life care
including communication, collaboration,
clinical skills, medication
administration, and more.
• The simulation will consist of groups of
nurses and each nurse will play a role.

Evaluation
• FATCOD scores from before and after
the education session will be
compared. This will effectively assess
nurse's attitudes and perspectives of
end-of-life and the impact of end-of-life
education.
• Participants will learn critical skills that
are essential to end of life nursing.
Learning such skills will help nurses
develop a well-rounded skill set and
will improve patient outcomes

• Post-Test: The FATCOD questionnaire
is distributed once more to nursing
participants in order to assess changes
in each nurses attitudes after
education.

Conclusion
• The aim of this study is to determine if
providing simulation-based education
for nurses equates to reports of
increased nursing attitudes related to
end of life care compared to nurses
who do not receive the education over
the span of a year.
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Nursing students' mean percentage change of the possible change in FATCOD ...
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• Further research related to effective
nurse education methods is critical
to developing a better understanding
of how nurses should be taught.
• Simulation is one of the many new
and innovative ways of building
critical thinking skills and clinical
competencies.
• A large-scale version of this
experiment would provide valuable
data related to how nurses feel
about EOL care, and if certain
implementations are useful to help
develop positive perceptions.
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Purpose

Recommendations

• The use of simulation education is
overall effective at improving nurse's
attitudes and perspectives of end-oflife care. Nurses felt better equip and
more willing to participant in end-of-life
care.
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